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HARRISON SCHOOL _ 1892-1935 


“OLD TIMERS RECALL SCHOOL DAYS AS 
HARRISON BUILDING IS RAZED” 


* Taken from microfilm reel #379.772 H, reel #1 of 2 available about the “History 
of Vigo County Schools" at the Vigo County Public Library (from a Terre Haute 
newspaper article dated 8-15-1945--—--date hard to read) 


BENJAMIN HARRRISON SCHOOL OPENED IN 1892. 
IT CLOSED AS A SCHOOL IN 1935. 


The boy in the gay nineties who was king of the playground because he could 
jump the farthest and the boy whose grades were so high he was termed scornfully 
as “teacher’s pet” at Harrison School are now talking about the “good old days", as 
that school building at the intersection of Lafayette Avenue and North Seventh 
Street is being dismantled. In fact, since work started, telling stories of school days 
has become an epidemic in the north part of the city. 


It takes an old-timer to remember when the building was constructed. 
School records show that the contract for the brick structure was let to Joseph 
Lange, a contractor, who the year before built the Cruft School for $21,475. 


CRUFT PLANS USED 


The history of Terre Haute schools as written by the late William W. Wiley, 
who was superintendent of schools at that time, tells that Dr. Moses H. Waters was 
president of the School Board which let the contract for the Harrison building. 
Other board members were Nicholas Boland and Charles Hoff. 


Plans and specifications for this building were the same as those for Cruft. 
According to Mr. Wiley's history, the contractor lost $1,000 on the building, which 
54 years after it was built was sold to the company now tearing it down for $20,000. 


RENAMED IN 1912 


Then the school building was known as City School No. 17. In 1912, when 
the decision was reached to give names of celebrated persons instead of mere 
numbers to the city school buildings, the title of Harrison Schools was given this 
building as a tribute to the late Benjamin Harrison. But to old-timers---that is the 
men and women who went to the school before that time---the building remained 
“The Seventeenth District”. 


Some of them who this week have stopped to watch workmen remove heavy 
timbers and outer brick walls have labeled it “The Old Seventeenth.” 


WAS OPENED IN 1892 


The building was opened for pupils some time in 1892. It was closed as a 
school building in 1935, pupils from that district being transferred to the new 
Laboratory School. The school board leased the building to the county for WPA 
purposes. 


Some old-timers gave a reporter the names of men and women who served 
as principals of the school: the late W.S. Sandford, the late C.S. Grosjean, the late 
Herbert Briggs, the late Orville Connor, Miss Carrie Rupp, Miss Charlotte Shaver, 
the late Miss Nellie Bartlett and Mrs. Birdinia Bennett Rose. 


Some of the younger ones remembered an event at the school which brought 
it to national attention. Because of its location at the intersection of three streets--- 
Lafayette and Third Avenues and Seventh Street---the school was selected by the 
National Safety Council in 1929 for a safety demonstration. 


PROUD SAFETY RECORD 


They also remembered that because of the watchfulness of teachers and the 
capable traffic boys of the school, no Harrison School pupil ever was injured at the 
dangerous intersection. They pointed out trees on the school ground planted on 
Arbor Days as memorials to teachers and spoke of the days when close to 600 
children were Harrison pupils. 


They all agreed that it was sad to watch an old school “die”. And many of 
them expressed a query---which will not be answered until the foundation of the 
building is reached by the wreckers—-whether Harrison School has a cornerstone, 
containing interesting facts about the day on which it was laid. 


AN OLD LANDMARK PASSES 一 Harrison Schoo! at Seventh street and Lafayette avenue 
is razed. The school was first known as City School No. 17 and was renamed the Harrison 
School in 1912. CEE BES AY, ( Wt. V.) 


اھ سے 


一 一 


Old Timers Recall Sgen s 
As Harrison Building Is Razed 
The boy In the gay nineties who jo? Harrison School was given this 


was king of the playground because building as a tribute to the late 


Benjamin Harrison. But to old- 
he could jump the farthest and the nera کرس‎ is the men and women 


boy whose grades were so high hefwho went to thé school before that 
was termed scornfully as “teacher's | time—the bullding remained "the| 
pet” at Harrison School are now [Seventeenth District.” 

talking about the “good old days," j] Some of them who this week 
as that school building at the inter- f have stopped to watch workmen re- 
section of Lafayette Avenue and Į move ‘heavy timbers and outer brick 
'| North Seventh Street is being dis-[wälls have labeled it “The Old 
mantled. In fact, elnce work start- Seventeenth.” 

ed, telling storles of school days Was Opened in 1892. 

| has Become an epidemic in the north ‘The bullding was opened for pu- 
part of the city. pils some time in 1892. It was 


It takes an old-timer to remem- 
ber when the building was con-| Closed as a school building In 1936, 


structed. School records show that|| pupils from that district being 
the contract. for the brick structure] transferred to the new Laboratory 
was let to Joseph Lange, a con-|| school， ‘The school board leased Î 


h ear before bullt ۱ 
a tte n Bao ar ات‎ to the county for WPA 
rposes. 

Cruft Plans ‚Used. Some old-timers gave a reporter 
| The history of Terre Haute the names of men and women who 
'| schools as written by the late Wil-| served as principals of the school: 
liam W. Wiley, who was superin-| The late W. S. Sandford, the late 
tendent of schools at that time, tells c, S. Grosjean, the late Herbert 
}|that Dr. Moses H. Waters was pres’ | Briggs, the late Orville Connor, 
‘Ident of the School Board which leti Miss Carrie Rupp, Miss ‚Charlotte fe 
the contract for the Harrison build- || Shaver, the late Miss Nellie Bart- 
Ing. Other board members weredlett and Mrs. Birdinia Bennett Rose. 
Nicholas Boland and Charles Hoft. Some of the younger ones re- 

Plans and specifications for this|membered an event at the, school 
bullding were the same as those | which brought it to rational atten. [. 
for Cruft. According to Mr. Wi-Ition. Because of its location at the 
ley's history the contractor lost Î intersection of three streets—Lafa- | : 
$1,000 on the building, which 54] yette and Third avenues and Sev- fi 
years after it was built was sold to[enth Street—the school was se-|; 
the company now tearing it down | lected by the National Safety Coun- 
{for $20,000. cll in 1929 for a safety demonstra- 

Renamed in 1912, tion. 

Then the school bullding was Proud Safety Record. 
known as City School No. 17. In They also remembered that he- 
1912, when the dectsion was reached cause of the watchfulness of teachs 


to give names of celebrated per- 
sons instead of mere numbers to|ereg and the capable traffic boys of 


the city school bulldings, the title) the school, no Harrison School pu. 
s : pH ever was Injured at the danger- 
ous Intersection. They pointed out 


trees on the school ground planted || 
on Arbor days as memorials to 
teachers and spoke of the days 
when close to 600 children were 
Harrison pupils. 

They all agreed that it was sad 
ito watch an old school “die.” And 
many of them expressed a query— 
| which will not be answered until 
the foundation of the bullding is 
reached by the wreckers— whether 
Harrison School has a cornerstone, 
containing interesting facts about 
the day on which it was laid. 


| 1 


FFERENCE 


bO NOT CIRCULATE — X 


SELI - 7ج‎ 


VERSE HAUTE, INDIANA 


Da x 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


1| the land, which was probably how the school got its name. ; 
Sometime after that date, the school house was moved further north, 


-|red brick structure with a belfry. 
+ An entrance hall, stretched across [| 
ithe entire front of the school, }. 
was used as 4 
cloak room, | 
where rows of fi 
hooks served |: 
for hanging up f 
outdoor  cloth- 
ing and shelves | 
for dinner} 
buckets. Mod- 

ern lockers} 
and cafeterias 
Dorothy J. Clark were still far in 
4 the future. A high board fence 
<4 went around the back and sides of} * 
the school property with a white 
picket fence and hitching rack į. 
across the front. Instead of a gate | 
4 there was a stile. The picket fence 
later was replaced with an iron 
pipe railing which afforded the 
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Carrie Bunce, Mabel Markle Weir, 
Mamie Stoecker, Naomi Hughes, 
Helen Seeburger, Ruth Hall Smith, 
Eunice Tichenor, Helen Brotherton 


It was described as a two-room, f EL 


mers, If there were others, I would 

like to hear about them too. 
There was no commencement 

for graduates of the Rogers School. 


j office in: the courthouse, Usually 
3 the teacher went along with the 
pupils for moral support. 
Oldtime Games. . 
The games played by those chil- 
dren of half a' century ago were 


=- pupils much exercise and amuse- [| drop-the-handkerchief and statues 
“ment in “skinning-the-cat.” | are still played, but how many re- 
] The whole area was shaded by || member how to play fox-and-geese, 
{huge maple trees. Oout in front the |:| What’s-your-trade, trot-trot-to-town, 
| students could refresh themselves |;| name-something-black, blackman, 
with a cold drink from the tin cup pj or dance-the-cakewalk? Hide-and- 
引 hanging at the well. A large frame ||| Seek was a great favorite then, 
coal shed, painted red, was the ||| even as now, as was pretending to 
“|| perfect place to play. *andy-over." #| drive horses, ice skating on the 
J| Since “horses furnished the only 
means of transportation, their fi 
shelter was provided for by build-| 
iing lean-tos near the out-houses. |: 
' The south room was used as the f} of the girls had been quarantined 
"main school, while the north room f! at home, Fully recovered, they 
was known as the Pleasant Valley |? were out for the first ti m e, and 
إ1‎ Sunday School. room. Double doors FÎ drove past the school in their 
.. connected the two rooms with the || grandmother’s buggy. One of the 
heating stove placed in the center | | boys happened to see them driving 
{of the back. There were green): وه و‎ and was so frightened he 
3j Venetian blinds at the windows. + jumped out the back window and 
Pupils. ran home, It so happened that 
Some of the pupils were from]; another child had become ill that 
the families of J. W. Smith, Jack | day and was lying across two 
Fry, Wagner, King, Chas. Glad- ۱ chairs back of the stove. Wher she 
‘hart, John Coltrin, Chas. Jackson, || was taken home, the doctor was 
| Chas. Chunn, Price, Piker, Her-!.| called, and his diagnosis was small- 
man Myers, Albert Myers, Minks, (| Pox. This caused the school to be 
Baumgartner, Moore, Alvis, Edgar | closed, as everyone had smallpox 
‘|Hall, Oscar Hall, Beall, Swinford, | except the teacher, Miss Hughes, 
‘| Flossnoe, ues eh ad Bridge- j| who had been vaccinated. 
引 water, Dowdy, Pritchard, Ennis, Pest House. 
Hodges, Butts, | Gunn, Willis, || fhe pest house was a frame 


odis زو من‎ e ii ere mr on Maple avenue on the 

In the winter the girls wore ounty Poor Farm property. Pa- 
high-necked wool dresses with 
gingham or calico aprons. Their 
hair was braided in pigtails tied 
with ribbons, unless they were 
lucky enough to have naturally 
curly hair; The boys whore knee 
pants and shirts. The teachers 


was made of twine string, carefully 
wrapped just so. 


During a smallpox epidemic, two 


E 


People were so afraid of the 
disease that they would not drive 
along Maple avenue. 

It's hard to realize now what a 
lonely place the Rogers Schoól was 
wore shirt waists, skirts and fancy || those days. The nearest house was 
aprons. . j! at least three-quarters of a mile 

As near as I've been able to de- j| away. Only an occasional buggy or 
termine, the teachers at the oldj Wagon would pass. 

Rogers School were (not necessar- |; Mrs. Mary Orth served as the 
ily in order): Helen Rankin, Elvan- ۲ first superintendent of the Pleasant 
jetta. Brown, Mary Scholastica, } 
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| The Little Red School House : 
Harrison Township School No. 5 was first called the, Milligan’ School 

southwest corner 0 


uitridge and Maple avenues. The 1871 county atlas 5 


, when it was located near the 
hows that Samuel Milligan owned 


arrison Twp. School No. 5, or Rogers 
| School, as it was called then, is now. the Tumpane Company, formerly the Terr 


j| room‘ : 
iling her were Rose Smith, Ida| 
i Chunn, Walter Marks, Esther Hall 


Furstenburger and Lillian Sum- "| and Edgar Smith. Ministers from; 
g i 


land Mr. McKee from the Maple 


- Maple avenue to Fruit- 

All pupils in Harrison Township |i walk ouc Mape : 
were required to take an examina- |! 
tion in the County Superintendent’s |}? 


4 quite different from those enjoyed |. 
by modern children with a few ex- | 
4 ceptions. Spelling bees, marbles, ! 


‘| nearby pond, sledding and ball that | 


tients at one time were in a tent] | 
| in a field north of the Pest House. | ; 


.j down in 1913 or 1914. It continues 


Valley Sunday School organized in 


3-55-7 
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about three-quarters of a mile 


e Haute Ordnance Depot. 


the school house. Follow- 


the Terre Haute churches were in-| = 
vited out to give talks. Mr. Marks | <= 


Avenue Methodist Church 8 


ridge avenue just. to help. out th 
Sunday School. 
Mrs. Gladys Chunn Goss, a 
former- Rogers School pupil, gave 
this description -of the Sunday 
School room: “There was a red| 
4 and tan jute runner on the floor. j- 
Kerosene lamps hung in brackets 
J at the windows and also from the 
ceiling. There was a desk, book- 
case, organ and a coal stove for Ex 
heating. The wooden and cane- 2 
bottomed chairs were. given to the 
| Bethany Reformed Church, hauled 
there by Oscar Hall, after the Sun- 
day School was disbanded, „ The 
hanging lamps were given tg the 
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| King’s Daughters Home for Aged 

Couples, on the Lafayette Road a 

Stop 13." . E < 
Former Students. 

Former students that I have 
been able to locate are Anna R. 
7 Smith, Mary E. Smith, May Myer 
4 Ruszler, Wallace A. Myer, Olive 
Myer Havens, Elmer Swinford, : 
Blanche’ Swinford Mayes, Clara 上 上 三- 
and Lena Baumgartner, Anna King 
Prather, Ruth Hall Smith (a pupil |: 
4 who later became a teacher), |: 

Hazel Chunn, Helen Chunn Loser, 
Audrey Chunn Harrison, Walter 
Fry and Helen Fry Bandy. = 

Anna King Prather attended the | - 
Rogers School earlier than anyone | 
still living. One of her teachers, 
Jessie Smith, boarded with the 
; King family, and in later years 
: gave the school bell, which she | 
; used to summon the Rogers stu- 
E dents of seventy years ago, to her 
1 good friend, Mrs. Nellie Clark, 
j This historic bell, along with pic- 
tures and other mementoes of the 
old Rogers School will be on dis- 
|play at the booth of the Vigo 
County historical Society at the 
County Fair. 

After serving a long life of use- |’ 
: fulness - in educating the children, 
1 both in the three R's and in re- 
|ligious matters, the old Rogers 
School was discontinued and torn 
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to live howeyer in the memories 
j of its many former students who 
1 hold regular reunions to talk over 
| the old times and the *good old 
1 days.” 4 
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Hoffman 
School 
Revi 


Met ou 
The OR School in Nevins 
Township was at the southeast corner 
of the intersection of the Rio Grande 
Road and the Coal Bluff Road. 

The school year 1926-27 was Miss 
Maudie Turner’s first year of teaching 
after only one year of training at 
Indiana State Normal School. She was 
eighteen years old. In Feburary, 1927, 
she married John T. Branam and did 
not resume her teaching career for 27 
years. 

Mrs. Branam remembers that year 
at Hoffman School very well. There 
were 45 studentsin grades one through 
eight. The one room brick building was 
heated by a pot-bellied stove and all 
the students gathered around it to 
keep warm on cold days. A water 
bucket with one dipper was provided 
for everyone; but, after a lesson in good 
sanitary habits, each child brought his 
own cup to drink from. In addition to 


the "three R's”, Mrs. Branam also : 


taught the girls to sew and even cut the 
students' hair once in awhile. 

Ike Smith, the handicapped child in 
the front row of the photo, did not 
attend Hoffman School. He had a pony 
and buggy and would often give 
children rides to school. There were no 
school buses then and a ride was 
always welcome. Mrs. Velma Hayne 
was paid by the township trustee to 
bring some of the children to school in 
her car; however, most of the students 
walked. 

Ike was at the school the day the 
photo was taken and was invited to be 
in the picture. Mrs. Branam 
remembers him being very pleased to 
have his picture taken with his friends. 
Ike later lived in the North Terre Haute 
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Communit 
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area and was a familiar figure around 
the community driving a horse-drawn 
wagon. He often went to the Otter 
Creek School during the lunch hour to 
give children rides in his wagon. Ike is 
78 years old now and lives at the 
County Home. 

The Hoffman School building was 
later remodeled as a home and Mrs. 
Branam believes it is still standing. 
Other Nevins Township grade schools 
she remembers were at Coal Bluff, 
Bhrmandale, Sulphur Springs, and 


Mount Aetna. There was also a 
Harpold School and Schools #10 and 
#12. 

Mrs. Branam earned her B.S. and 
M.S. degrees from Indiana State 
University and returned to teaching. 
She taught school at Rosedale for three 
years and then returned to Fontanet in 
1959 where she taught until 1972 when 
the grade school was closed and Rio 
Grande Elementary School was 
opened. While at Fontanet Mrs. 
Branam taught the children of some of 
her students from her first year at 
Hoffman School. ; 
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7 imos School, District No. 1 in Riley towhship, during the years 1891-'02. Top ۱ 
f Nellie Mewhinney, Hallie Barr, Elsie Mewhinney, Lizzie Hines, Flora Wyeth, 
illiam :Kirby Third row: - Mary Holmes, Nellie Green, Rosie Jewel, Warren 


"f, Myrtle: Mewhinney, John Barr and Ola; Green. Second row} = Mabel Rector, Lucy 


E Yens, Della Rector, Audrey Light and Pearl. 
per, Bert Marshall, Ross Lewton, Chase Slavens, 
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peveral volumes would be required to tell the entire story of the 
school system in Honey Creek Township from the time this area was 
settled until 1971 when the Honey Creek High School was no more. 
Until the passage of the Free School Act in 1860 the schools were 
either private or those established by the Quaker and the Methodist 
Churches. Records of schools go back as far as 1815,even before there 
was a Vigo County or a state of Indiana. The first school recorded 
in Honey Creek Township was in 1815 and was located near where the 
Grove School was built later. It was started by George Clem and 

dames Thayer was the first school master, 


1921,1922,and 1923 The Maryland School was under construction during 
these years.The trustee was Ed Halstead and his advisory board 
members were F.E.Boyll,F.P.Walton,and Harry Cantrell. 

1923-1924 The Maryland School opened its doors. There were only the 
first two years of high school plus the grades 1-8. Mr.McWilliams 

was principal and one of the three high school teachers. The others 
were Rula Barbee and Joyce Furry. 

1924-1925 To relieve the overcrowding at Maryland the 7th and 8th 
grades were sent to Youngstown where they occupied the second floor. 
At: Maryland the garage was also used as a classroom. 

1925-1926 Although the building was not quite finished the Honey 
Creek High School opened its doors. All four years of high school 

and the 7th and 8th grades were provided for. Ivan Morris was the 
trustee and his advisory board was composed of John Clem,Hubert Ritter, 
and Willard Jones. The Prairieton high school pupils became a part of 
the student body. This move seems only natural as Prairieton Township 
was originally formed from sections of Honey Creek and Prairie Creek 
Townships back in 1857.. Eight teachers formed the faculty of the 
Haney Creek High School. On May 30,1926 the Bacalaureate Service was 
held at the Farmer's Chapel Church and the Commencement Exercises 
were at the Mt. Pleasant Church on June 2,1926. Eighteen proud young 
men and women received their diplomas. 

1926-1927 One more teacher was added to the faculty. The senior class 
was composed of sixteen members. This class published the first year- 
book and they included pictures of the class of 1926. They also laid 
the foundation for the Alumni Scholarship Fund. This year also saw 
the first Pest Drive by the Aggies and presentation of aMinstrel Show. 
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1928-1929 The Agriculture Building was constructed during this 


1930 through 1938 During the thirties not too many changes took place 


1927-1928 This was the year that the gymnasium, an assembly roon, 


two classrooms and a rest room were added to the west side of the 
school. The curriculum included a full scale Physical Education 
program for all students. The Senior Class had eighteen members. 
Mr. J. Ord Fortner became the new Frincipal. The faculty consisted 
of the following teachers: Otho J. Price, Cecil Armstrong, George 
Klatte, Marion Beckwith,George Keever,Charlotte Altekruse, Ernest 
Cook,Joyce Furry and Harry Dowell. Mr.. Dowell was the orchestra 
leader and Mrs. Moon directed the chorus. 


school year.. 


except for the increase class size, more teachers added to the faculty, 


and more participation with other county schools. This was evident 
in the physical education activities and in the music program. 
Money wasn't too plentiful but somehow we all managed to survive 
and have fun along the way. The Class of 1931 established an endow- 
ment fund which would enable the scholarship to be given each year 
using the interest from the principal investment. The Class of 1932 
had its Senior Band and the Class of'33 was the largest class up to 
that time. Thirty-nine received diplomas that year. The rest of the 
classes in the thirties made their mark in one way or another in 
music,sports,agriculture,and home economics. The 4-H Clubs were very 
active and Honey Creek took their share of winnings. The Class of 
1934 participated in the first Annual County Musical Festival. The 
orchestra and the chorus took part and Malcolm MeFheeters played 

a cornet solo. 


1959 We'will.go now to the year 1959. Ak the close of the term of 
Richard Beckwith and the beginning of August Montgomery's term a 
new high school building was completed..The old building became a 
junior high school. On October 19,1959 a dedication service was held 
with over 1200 people in sttendance. The Terre Haute newspaper had 
& picture of August Montgomery receiving the key from Wm. Nilson, 
president of the Honey Creek Building Corporation. Honor guests 
included Richard Beckwith and his Advisory Board: Paul Gummere, 
Walter Halstead and James Hipkiss. August Montgomery and his board, 
Sam Boyll,Wendell Henry,and Noval Nicoson. The cost of the new 
building was $639,800. 

1965 On July 17,1965 the old building burned and for the next six 


years the junior hën stuoents were transported to Sarah Scott. 


1971 This was the last year for Honey Creek High School to operate 
as such. It became a junior high school and the high school students 
went to South Vigo. All of this change came about primarily as a 
result of the re-organization of the entire Indiana school system. 
This re-organization took place in the sixties. As a result the 
township schools were further consolidated into larger units and 
their control went from the township and his advisory board to a 
central school board for the entire county. As in any drastic change 
the results were both good and bad. A broader curriculum could be 
offered but the interesting competition between the various town- 
ship schools went out the window and the Honey Creek basketball 

boys found themselves playing on a team with boys they had competed 
with in the past. The introduction of Federal funds into the schools 
also made a difference in their operation as did the shift of 
population in different parts of the county. 


Honey Creek High School had undergone many changes in the almost 
fifty years of its existence. In the year 1967 Honey Creek High 
School was the first: high school in Vigo County to carry a First 
Class Commission granted by the Indiana Commissioner in General 
Education and the Indiana Board of Education. This may have been: 
a surprise to some but for us who attended and graduated from 
Honey Creek High School it was no surprise.. We knew it was Number 
One from the beginning. 


Author"s Notes--I would like to thank all of the people whose 

memory I probed for information. Sam Boyll,Merabelle Watson, 

Elvira Rigney,Maxine Beckwith,James Sutliff,Max Wright,Alfred Klatte, 
and others who may not have realized why I was asking so many 
questions, The Vigo County Library and the Vigo County School 
Corporation were also valuable sources of information, There 

are many gaps in the history but perhaps each of you can add your 


notes to get the complete picture. 


One of the first townships outside Terre Haute City to consolidate 


into larger units and build larger schools: 


The first township in Vigo County to have vocational education: 
A separate shop building was built. It was constructed mainly by 
the "Aggie Boys" under the direction of O.J.Price and other men 
teachers. 


One ot the first schools to have hot lunches: This was continuous 
from the start. At the high school building the meals were at first 
prepared on an old coal stove and served in the basement. A new 
cafeteria was built in 1948 and it ranked high in the state for 

its fine food service. 


The first township to have transportation of school children: This 
began in 1897 at the Grove school. Michael Ryan, grandfather of the 
Ryan boys of our era, was the "Hack" driver. 


One of the first townships to offer a Physical Education program 
for gredes 7 through 12: 


The class of 1926 was the first class to graduate from a high school 
in Honey Creek Township. There were eighteen graduates and that next 
fall eleven were enrolled in college. Three were teaching in Honey 
Creek schools the following year. Three early high school teachers 
are still living. They are: Marion Beckwith, Charlotte Altekruse, 
and Rula Barbee. 


The first graduating classes established a scholarship fund. A 
twenty-five dollar scholarship was given each year to an outstanding 
student. 


The Class of 1927 published the first school annual. It was called 
The Honeycomb. It was dedicated to George Klatte, their class sponsor. 
After Mr. Klatte left Honey Creek he quit teaching and farmed until 
his death. Alfred Klatte brought the writer the 1927 and 1928 annuals 
to help in, tracing the class histories. Alfred is Mr, Klatte's son. 


Honey Creek was one of the first schools to have clubs for out-of- 
class activities for the students. Some of these were: Dramatics 


Club, Agriculture Club, The Homemakers,Boy Scouts, Campfire Girls, 
and G.A.A. for girls interested in athletics. 


Those Who Paved The Way 


Henry Joslin Ed Kerr 

Tom Anderson Parke Sutliff 
Jess Burnett Buel Watson 

Ed Halstead Richard Beckwith 
Ivan Morris August Montgomery 
Perry Tucker Charles Beckwith 


The exact dates of tenure for some were not known by the writer. 


Ollie Myles, George Schell, Harry Miller, Charley Arvin, Edward 
McNeily, Walter Dawson, William Menning, Clarence Montgomery, 

Paul McPheeters, Charley Harlan, George Ditto, Carl Hunt, William 
Jones, Hillman Rigney, Edward Bailey, William Pollit, Dave Trimmer, 
Loren Siner, and Fred Farmer. 


Principals of Honey Creek High School 


C.K. McWilliams Mr. Baylor William Ray 
J.Ord Fortner Ray Stuffle 

Louis Kitch Mr. Broadhead 

03.0738 Fortner Lloyd Wagner 

Mr. Richerds Carl Riddle 


EIER OX Keene. خر پر لد‎ Cu NE 


The Things We Remember 


The Pest Drives organized by O.J.Price 

The Spelling Bees for both students and parents 

Mr. Fortner"s Chapel Exercises 

The high school romances 

All of the steps we had to go up and down for our classes 

The forbidden dancing at the store during the noon hour 

The 1932 Senior Band and the fun they had 

Smoking behind the Ag Building 

How hard we worked to win the basketball games 

How hard the teachers worked to make us learn something worthwhile 


If there are mistakes in this sketchy history you have my permission 
to-correct them. It has been a joy to dig into the past for a short 
while. 


| Terre Hauteans, at Seventh and Swan streets. Early I 
| teachers, Misses Hersey, Graff, Torner. Strouse, | ^^ 
Krout and Jackson. Principal, Prof. 
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[Names Recall Some Early History 
: Of Terre Haute In Othes? 


a FET, بت‎ ATT t O E: i 1 

of carriages, an‏ کا رق لبیٹ 

> Hl, himself, was the originator| 

۲ A. R. Markle. . . |jand first builder of our delivery 
AMONG the old school buildings|wagons. After he had sold several 
that have long disappeared was|around this vicinity and his pro- 


the-ald-£acond Ward School at Sev. duct became known, they were sold 
enth and Swan, later being termed| all over the country. 
_| the Hulman School. In 1880, the}, Cora O’Boyle was the sister of 
|| time about which we are concerned) John H. O'Boyle who operated the 


in this story, the principal was] Terre Haute Shoe company. She 
‚Alice C. Graif, who was paid anı,married William Penn, a promi- 


اه 


1 
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1 ght tne Seventh and Eighth|Came Division General Passenger 

grades, with nineteen pupils in thefAgent on the Pennsylvania Rail- 

j|former and twenty-three in the lat-| road. 

|| ter grade. Anna Strong married Ben Mc- 
|| Among her pupils were Anton|Keen, and her sister Henrietta 
i| Hulman, Sr., Morton Hidden and|married his brother, Crawford. 
Herman Goetz. Anton -Hulman Both Anna and Ben died in St. 
needs no introduction for he and|Louis several years ago. 

{his family have long been associ-| Walter Wiley, in this class also, 

.|ated with the growth of Terre jand his siter, Katie, in the third 
| Haute, not only through their busi-|Brade, were the children of W. H. 
ness house but through the many|Wiley, superintendent of city 


ll charitable organizations and civic [schools for many years and after} 


enterprises they have forwarded.|whom Wiley High School was 
| Through his father we have St.|named. Walter was a graduate 
Anthony’s Hospital, and through|from Rose Polytechnic in the 
Anton and his younger brother, |elass of 1889 as a chemical en- 
Herman Hulman, Jr., Calvary|gineer, and for many years was 
Cemetery was cleared of debt and| associated with The Illinois Steel 
Rose Polytechnic Institute received| Company. He died in 1938. 

considerable land when the broth-| Kate Hyde taugh the sixth grade 
ers were settling their father's|of forty-one pupils for $575 a year, 
estate. Herman, Jr., at the time|2nd along in the class with Her- 
of this story, was a student in|man Hulman was Donn M. Rob- 
Miss Kate Hyde's sixth grade. erts. Mrs, also gradu- 

Morton Hidden had an insurance ated from Rose Polytechnic in the 
business, but was most remem! Class of '89, and for a number of 
bered for his sprinkling efforts oniyears Was a contractor on public 
the city's streets during those days) WOIKS, not only here but in other 
before paving. Herman Goetz was cities. He also served a term as 
the son of a well-established furni-| Mayor of our city and he died in 
ture dealer, for whom Herman 
Hulman, Sr., erected a building at 
the corner of the alley where the 
present Kresge Ten Cent Store now 
stands. 

Miss Jane Hersey taught another 
Seventh’ grade class; hers having 
thirty-three pupils, and the salary 
being $575.00 a year. The late 
Oscar Baur, president of the Terre 
Haute Brewing Company, was one 
of her pupils. Oscar Baur was the 
son of Dr. J. J. Baur who erectec 
the building at Seventh and Wa 
bash in 1871, This building was de 
molished for the present Mer 
chants Bank Building. 

Alexander Crawford, known b: 
his school mates as Aleck, wa: 
another in this class, and he wa: 
the son of Andrew Crawford, i 
rolling mill operator and organize: 
of our first electric company, Th: 
‚Terre Haute Electric Light anı 
| Power Company. He was also as 
| sociated with William R. McKee: 
in many other enterprises, bot! 

political and financial, and fo 
many years he was also a stron, 
power in the City Council. Aleck’, 
Sister, Mollie was in the Fourtl 


] 
| 


1 

William R. McKeen was also a 
pupil in the same elementary 
grade and in the same Rose Poly- 
technic class of '89. He gradu- 
ated as a mechanical engineer 
and worked to receive two addi- 
tional degrees in 1896 and 1897. 
He invented the first gasoline- 
powered passenger car. This was 
a forerunner of the present Diesel 
operating passenger car. His 
private business was the McKeen 
Motor Car Company of Omaha, | 
Nebraska, and it was through his! 
company that he received the 
position as head of the' engineer- 
ing department of the Union Pa- 
cific Railroad Company there, for 
whom he had invented the gaso- 
|line car. Mr. McKeen died in 1946. 


Fifth Grade. 


Miss Alice L. Simpson taught 
her forty-one pupils of the fifth! 
grade for $500 a year. In heri 
class were Willie Dishon, Arnold! 
Layman, Julius Lindeman, Rob- 
ert Paige and Jpy Vrydaugh. .| 

Willie Dishon and his sister, 
Estella, who was in the third 
grade, were the children of J. M. 


| 


; grade. ۰ Dishon, who had a 

j a : poster adver- 
e Recalls Will Hunter. tising business. His most famous, 
| Wil Hunter, another Seventt!ad, which later was abscured when 
grader, lived on Ohio Street jusfthe Merz building was built, poet- 


jeast of the Zion Evangelical Re-ically proclaimed: “J. M. Dishon,: 
formed Church. His father oper-and no other, goes forth with bills! 
ated a livery stable on South Third) ۱ 
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‚street where he, in time, started} 
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d The mule was appropriately named | 


ac QE. SO. She alsojnent railroad man here who be-| 


| |when it was changed from a col- 
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h x S lí Nd Cox uw 
NE. d De E 
and paste fo proclaim to all crea- 
tion that men are wise who adver- 
tize in the present generation.” ge! 
The wagon which contained tHé ! | 
advertising matter, the paste and | ! 
the necessary tools, were hauled ! 
by the largest mule ever seen here. | 
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 apolis and 
stand in the Claypool Hotel. . 
May Henry, upon finishing her 


j 
1 
schooling, accepted a position with: 


"the Herz Store. When the store} 
‘moved to its new location, she re-| 
‘tained the same position for ۲ 
years until Alden's took it over.! 
‘She had charge of the book de- 
{partment there and held no other; 
job until her death. i 

; Ewald Reiman was for many | 
۱ 


years president of the Riman Lime | 
„from Rose Polytechnic as an elec- | 


and Cement Company and he 
died within the last year. 

„trical engineer in the class of 1892 ' 4' Third Grade. 

jand earned additional degrees in 

Upon graduation 


"Ginger" for his color, but Dishon 
refused money offers from would- 
be owners. When Willie finished 
his schooling, he, too, went into 
the business, which, much later, 
was taken over by the Three B Ad- 
vertising Company. 

1 Arnold Layman, a brother of 
|| Mrs. George Oscar Dix, graduated 


| Teaching the third grade of 
11899 and 1933. forty pupils for $425 a year was 
|from Rose Polytchnic he went to 


Miss Jenie Packs6r 7 
the Wagner Electric Company of, In her class were Arthur Baur, 
St. Louis ,as a draftsman at $60 ai 
۱ 


Norman Bindley， Fannie and Em 
month, His raise was very rapid} ‚ma Buntin, ‘Robert Nitsche, Isa- 
and he soon became president of | 


[bell Oakey and Richard Strong. 
the company (without having tof 


! Arthur was the youngest son of 
marry the boss’ daughter). He was! [55 J. r M then re Pe 
classified as an industrial manage- 10۸0۷۷۰٥۵" his brother, followi 
meat consultant after he moved to | 4the drug business, and following 
Clearwater, Fla., whete he retired | ‚the demolition of the building for 
A & ۰ ithe erection of the Trust building, 


and died last year. 1 2 
i i 4 ınow the Merchants Bank, continued 
Julius Lindeman was the son of the’ business in the room. now 


| Gustave C. Lindeman, a cashier for 
the Hulman firm in their very early | ‚known as a ur کور‎ £ 
years of business. He left the | | Norman 7۴ er of he UR fe | 
firm’s employ to enter politics, and |J. H. Bindley, founder of the whole- 
A isale drug company. Upon reaching 


for several years was associated ہے‎ ۳ 
with the او‎ Revenue Depart- E he entered the profession 
of law. 


ment. Julius started as a messen- ۲ 
i : unge Fanny and Emma Buntin were 
Pid A | the daughters of T. C. Buntin, one- 


and worked himself up to a posi-| |; 5 
i ‘time landlord of the Buntin House 
نپ سس ا یت‎ od ,and Prairie House, now known as 


! years. 1 
| 5 ithe Terre Haute House. 
Robert Paige 
ei PC Sch 1 Well Known Banker. 


1 graduated from 
¢ Rose Poly technic as a civil engi- | | 

| Robert Nitsche, after leaving 
'school, was with the Havens and 


t neer in the class of 1892, and by 
} 1996 was deputy city engineer. He 

"Geddes Company, and after their 
removal from the city, went as a 


3 Tater was made chief engineer. -His 
1 father was W. H. Paige, founder of | | 

‘teller to the McKeen Bank. After 
‚a merger when it became the First 


ithe local music house and also 
! McKeen National Bank, he retained | 
jthe same position. At the time of 


» 
4] 
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jtaught music in the public schools. 
i his death, he was vice president in 


; His sons carried on the business 
“and it now is managed by a grand- 
] son. 
A Jyp Vrydagh, short for Jupiter, “the Terre Haute First National, an 
‘was another son of Josse Vrydah, outgrowth of the old First McKeen 
Jyp also followed the | | National Bank. 
Isabell Oakey was the daughter 
“of C. C. Oakey, one-time editor of 
the Terre Haute Express, and au- 


* architect. 
‘family profession and his most 

ii thor of “Greater Terre Haute and 
Vigo County." 


, noted piece of work is St. Anthony's 
“which he remodeled and enclosed 

Richard Strong was another son 
llof Joseph Strong and became a 


partner in the firm of Joseph! 
|| Strong Coffee and Spice Mills. | 
As was true in previous stories; 
4 the pupils of the first and second 
il grades too young to excite any ind 
,|terest in an eleven year old. Miss} 
‘Kate Kraut taught her ‘fifty-four 
Second grades for $360 and Miss 
Rose A. Paige taught fer forty-six 
first graders for $550 a month] ?) 
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lege building into a hospital ° 
Fourth Grade. 


Miss Anna I. Hyde taught 
{fifty-six fourth graders for $425. 
‘Among the pupils of her class were 
Charles Bresett, Allie Baker, Mol- 
lie Crawford, May Henry and 
Ewald Reiman. 

Charles Bresett and a brother, ! 
Syrell, in the second grade were | 
the sons of Syrell Bresett Sr. of | 
the grocery firm of Hickey and | 
Brestaa at Twelfth and Wabash. | 
ı Upon finishing school Charles also 
entered the business and is now | 
the owner. f 

Allie Baker, upon finishing 
‘school, worked for the Hulman & 
Beggs liquor establishment for a 
while.. His father was one of the 
firm of Baker and Watson, who 
for many years had the newsstand 
in the old Sixth Street Post Of- 
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fice. Later Allie went to Indiam. | | 
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HUTTON SCHOOL 


5 و ت سرت دوج ات ندید هه رد ۲ AU ccr‏ 
RS‏ 


SUM‏ ات بات مات کی KE E i‏ 6 با 


six stuieris joining us in ine seventn grade coming Tron 


Our class naa 
the Hutton School. 

A picture of tne zront of tne scnool anc a sketch oF how tne scnocl 
looked on the inside is on tne Following page. 


The school had only one exit that being tne frort door. When you E 
enter tne front door of the Hutton School you step irto a large nellway. re] 
This hall way led into two rooms, known as the little room ana the big 13 
room. In the little room grades one through. four were taught. The big * 
room held grades five through eight.. wach year tne eizhth grace hac a x 
graduation ceremony at nutton School before being trenslterred to Prairie x 

لاہ 


Creek to enter their Four years of high school. 


Ine school was heated by rot ze.ly Stoves. 
wood/coal to heat the tuilain; curing the day. In ine hell wes 2 bucket of 
water and a dipper each one drank from it, if they diän't have their own 
folding drinking cup. The water was carried from a pump located in behind 
the school house. It was the duty of the older boys to xeep tne bucket 
full of water,  Zveryone used the sane pan for washing their hands. The 
school nad outdoors toilets, one Zor girls anc one for boys, They had a 
cleaning lady that came in after school hours to sweep» end clean tne 
scnool, 


They movec the eighth greae to Prairie Creek for tne first time in 
1931-1932. The parents got together and wanted the seventh grade moved also, 
The seventh grade was moved for the school year of 1934-1935. After these 
grades were moved to Prairie Creek School each room only had three grades 
to each room and one teacher to each room. 


The last day oF school mothers would have a big dinner for the whole 
school and the kids took nickels for pop as a special treat. 


The school was closed during the WPA days. 1939-1940 was tne last year 
school was held in the old Hutton School buildings. The following school 
year all stuients were transfer to Prairie Creek School to complete their 


school years. 


The Hutton School was used as a community building for several years 
and they finally started tearing it down in 1974. It took about seven years 
to complete the job. in 1951 the wails was bull-dozed down, the ground was 
smooth over and a house trailer is setting where the scnool stood. 


This school was a place to learn and was the social center for the whole 
community. Anyone who has hac the privilege to attend the Hutton School will 
recognize tie feeling of loyalty to tne school. Even though long gone this 
old school will not be forgotten. 


HUTTON SCHOOL P.S. 


Named for John Hutton who donated the ground for the school. 
Closed during 1940, all students went to Prairie Creek. 
Torn down in 1974 - 81. 


Information provided by Mrs. Olive Frakes McDonald 
September 16, 2000 
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